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Narure has left that Tin€ure inthe Blood,, -. 
That all Men wéuld be Tyrants, if they cou'd. 
If they forbear their Neighbor to devotr, 

’Tis not for want of Wax, dut want of Power. 


Jure Divine. 
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Gl. LYON’s DIALOGUE. 
[ Concluded. | 


Nei. Muecu ts [aid about your letters, and the 
news papers they contained. I have heard fome fay, 
that you fent 300 letters a week into Vermont, contain- 
ing @ lying news-paper, called the Aurora ; fome fay, 
you muft be fupplied with thofe papers at the coft of the 
French ; others fay, that the carrtage of ge has made 
a great expence to the public. Fr r 
Iyon. The flory of 300 news-papers a week, 
cannot require contradiGiion.—No one charges me 
with neglecting my duty in the Houfe, which takes 
up from 4 to 6 hours a Way ; mor do they fay I em. _ 
ployed any perfun to write for ine. I> it not im- 
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poffible for any man to write 300 letters a week, 
and ia the {pace of time I had ?—-Every Member of 
Congrefs is furnifhed with three news-papers a 
day, fuch fort as he pleafes. I have accuftomed 
myfelf through life, to rife generally pretty early in 
the morning ; and I made it the bufinefs of the 
morning, to read and anfwer fuch letters as I recei- 


ved the day before ; and after I had read my news~ 
papers, to inclofe one in each letter ; thefe made 18 


in a weck, and whenever I found any thing extra- 
ordinary in a news-paper, I fent the money, and 


Dovght twe or three, or half a dozen, or fometimes 


a dozen or more papers, and inclofed them to my 
friends, who, I thought, would be fond of the in- 


formation.—I may have fent between 20 and 3oa 


week, I believe, in this way, onan average, and 
including a news-paper I paid for, to come from 
Philadelphia to my family, and another-I paid for, 
to go to a Printer on the Eaft fide of the Mountain, 
at his requeft. My expence for news- papers laft 
feflion, amounted to about 40 dollars, which I paid 
out of my wages ; and with that deduction, I have 
no reafon to complain, nor cccafion to accept of pa- 
pers paid for by the French ; 1 am certain I have 
none offered ge, nordo I believe that any perfon 
has. Myr. Bache, the Republican Piinter in Phila- 
delphia, who is fo much and fo illy fpoken of, I am 
well acquainted with: He is the grandfon of the 
celebrated Franklin, and inherits his patriotifm and 
other vistues 5 he is, in my opinion, proof againtt 
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all the infinudifions of his enemies. The French 
Republicans in Philadelphia, are his cuftomers ; he 
told me the Conful tock about a dozen of his papers, 
to fend to different parts, which was all the counte- 
nafnice-he had from them. I believe him, and I do 
not believe any Frenchman is capable of ixflnencing 
him to publith a fentiment, which he fhould think 
injirious to hiscountry.—The mail which contained 
my-letters and news- papers, is carried by contra& ; 
andif } had fent 300 weekly, the carriage would 
not have colt the public one penny. ThePoftmatte™ 
wh. delivers out free letters, receives two cents for 
each—this is all the expence. 

ei. Your enemies urbe tt againfi you, that the 
fracyo between you and Grifwold, has caft the public a 
gre many thoufand delars. 

Stn. As to the expence, if there was any to the 
public, concerning the fracas between Mr.Grifwold 
ané ‘nyfelf, it cannot be imputed to me. As I ne- 
ver ‘Froubled Congrefs with it, they had no bufinefs 
with: i it: I told them fo when they entered upon it, 
and *hat I was ready to decide the matier with Mr. 
Grifivold, im a proper place immediately. MY 
frienils alfo urged the impropriety of Congrefs's 
prockdure: in the buGinefs, and they*were ready to 
vote-upon it, the firlt evening it was taken up, inthe 
fame: manner they did at the ultimate decifion ; but 
no r&tional perfon can fuppofe that any fuch thing 
ever’ ‘makes an odds with the time of the feffion of 
Confit > they will Gt about fo long, bufuels or 
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148 DIALOGUE. 
no butinefs: Many of them hinklidhere ought to be 


a conftant fedlion of Cungrefs. The Republicans 
withed to adjourn this year by the firit of Aprif, and 
Conyrefs could have clofed about that time, if they 


Chofe ; initead of that, they would, I believe, have 


been in {eilion yet, had it not been for the danger of 
the Yellow Fever ;—and fhould Congrefs make a 
permanent feffion of it, the coft of it would be but a 
trifle, compared with the great general amount of 
expence which the Federal] Government authorifes, 
I bclieve nn more than a fixtieth part. 

Nei. / have seard a great deal faid about a copy of 
a leiter you brought from Philadelphia, Ll juppefe tt is 
the fame that | have heard read, faid to- be frim an 
AmericanGentleman in Paris, toa Member of Congrefs, 
in Philadelphta , fome fay tt is @ fabrication, others, 
that you buve no bufine/s to read fuch a ietter, while 
others find fault with you for reading a thing you dare 
not publifa. : 

Lysn. Astothe copy of a letter which you fpeak 
of, I faw a copy only in the hands of.a Senator, he 
read it in company where I was. | perceived it to 
be a itatement of the caufes of the differences be- 


tween this country and France ; and it contained 


many thingswhich I had but Jittle idea cf before. 1 
wondered it had not been publithed, and J was told 
the reafon was, it had been received by a very modeft 
Republican Member of Congrefs, who was not 
willing to have it publifhed, left his name thould 
foine how be called im queftion. 1 atked leave to 
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tak acopy, from the copy I faw ; but the geiitie- 
moh affured me he could not comply with my re- 
quit, unlefs with the confent of the gentleman to 
Wiepua it was writen. I applied, and obtained leave 
uncer a itrict injunétion not to fuffer it to be copied 
or publithed ; thus I obtained the copy, and when 
ani@ng friends whoare enquiring into thofe me afures 
thafare lealing to war with France, and I am tired 
of di fwering, I hand out that copy of a letter to be 
rea). or read it myfelt. I have refufed no man a 
fight of it, that afked it; £ am willing any perfon 
fhotaid read it that will cake the trouble, let his po- 
litical opinion be what it will. 

Nei. What do you think is to be the end of all this ? 
Are ie to be eonflanily led on in this Rrain, until she 
peop’? lofe all patience, and make a general infurrettion 
fe futhe off the foackies ? : 

Léon. We fhould never thitk of fuch a remedy ; 
ghe seople fhould be patient untik their neighbors, 
nay, \majorities, fee with them, and are willing te 
affilt? by their ele@ions, to remedy the evils. In- 
furredtion and Anarchy, is as balas Tyranny and 
MorSrchy. 

Nii. But is there any hope fi ats ever growing any 
bettersin that way ? 

Lyan. Yes, there is—I have a Philadelphia paper 
in m3 hand, which, after ftaving, that inthe eleAion 
for a:Member of Cungrefs.in Nérih.Carolina, in 
the 1° “ym, of Mr. Bryan,. who died this fummer, the 
Repusiican Candidate, had. fucceeded. Fhe paper 
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goes on to ftate, that ** North-Carolina is the only 
State where any danger exilted, that the Republican 
intereft would be weakened, efj-ccially as theele&tion 
same on foon after thhe crafty manoeuvres of the 
Tories to fpread and keep up an alarm. To many 
of she Srates, the Republicans may look with confi- 
dens for an acceffion of numbers in the next Con- 
prefs. Many events, befides, may turn up, t 
frengtherftill further the Republican intereft. The 
cauife of Republicanifm will fpread, that of unequal 
government wili daily grow more defperate, the 
cffcét of the late harfh and grinding meafureswill-be — 
better underftood, and the Republicans will foon 
learn to confide in their ftrength ;”—fo Uiat we 





ought not to be difcouraged. 


P. §.—Since wrjting the foregoing, FT have feen 
a dirty fapplément Grn the feat of falfchood and 
corruption at Rutland Corner ; its chief contents are 
repetitions of old lies, which have been a thoufand 
times refuted ; I fhall therefore only notice a fetv 
lies, which, for their novelty, deferve contradiCion. 
One is, the inGinuatien that I reviled Mr. Smith, 
and his fupporters.— My acquaintance all know that 
I have ever treated his name with refpet.— An- 
other is, with regard to writinga picce or pieces for 
the Bennington paper.—-This is as falfe as any af- 
fertiun which has ever iffued from the fame corrupt 
fountain. T have not wrote a line that has appeared 
Ip the Bennimzter. paper fos feveral month's, ang 
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neve? wrote a line of the piece or pieces in queftion, 
nor id T ever fee them until in print. 


Tiiis fame Rutland paper contains, among thon- - 


fand# of falfe and fcandalous mifreprefentations from 
othe® tory prints, the following abfurdity, which I 
canrht avoid confuting, before I clofe this, viz. 

“It isa faét, (ays a Bofton paper) which our 
friewts in the country ought to contemplate wiih 
attertion, that the merchant fhips and goods pirati- 
cally:taken by the French, and confifcated; would 
havezbrought into the public coffers monies enough 
to hive rendered a dire&t tax unneceflary! Let the 
advotates for French villainies, and the oppofess of 
arming our veffels, think of this! and defpife the 
menzwho have deceived them !” 

Tee TRUE fad is, that the confumption of fo- 
reigé articles has not as yet alieged much in Ameri- 
ca, znd it is goods that are confumed. in America 
only that pay the duties. ‘There has not been fince 
laft vsar, nor will there ever again be, any wans of 
foreisrn commodities, fo long as we are able to pay 
for t#em. Some years paft, the American thiping 
impcsted three times the quantity of foreign com- 
modities that were confumcd in the United States ; 
thefewere exported, and the owners had a drawback 
of thé duties, which drawback, I have often heard, 
hag been fo managed as to injure the revenue. The 
amount of this fuperabundant trade was carried#on 
by Britith capitals, which has had a great tendency 
to involve us in our prefent perphexitics, 
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Look at this acknowledyed fact with regard to the 
confarmcd commodities only paying the tas and Sec 
who trics to deceive you. § 


Thus, F: Hew Citizens, I prefent you with my 


opinions on the political fubjeéts which now agntate 


the two parties in this country, im she fimple and 
familiar mode of a Dialogue. 1 fhould not have 
thought of it, had f not found, in my late tour to 
the northward, that mifinformation had made an 


impreffion on the minds of many Republicans , and © 


want of information had left fome in doubt, while 
I learned that others were cryimg out, What can 
Lyon [uy to all this ? 

The very little time I have had to fpare, fince 
thought of prefeniing you with this, has prevented 
me from addreffing you in any other than a plain 
file ; which, I hope, will be my excufe for any 
in.ccuracies Which may be found in it. 

I have one requeft to make to thofe into whofe 
hands iliis may fall, that they may read it with at- 


_tention, before they condemn me. I fhall endeavor 


to fend it into all the towns in the diftrit. Nor- 


withitanding all that can be faid on the fubje& of © 


eleCtioneering, every rational miad will allow me 
the privilege of vindicating my reputation, which 
has ever been dearer te me than life ; and in this 
way only cn I do it at this jun@ure. 

tf Lhaveerred, 3 have the confolation to knew 
shat it is not for wate the beft and fulleit infusm- 
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ation on the fubje&, nor for want of a difpofiticn to 
do every thing for the belt good of this country ; it 
muft be for want of thofe powers and faculties of 
judginent which mortals cannot, by their induftry, 
attaif. Ang fhould it be my fortune to meet the 
difapgrrobation of my conftituents, for the line of 


* condét TI have purfued, and a perfun difpofed to 


purfge the oppofite courfe of politics prefered, I 
fhall acquiefce, and never ceafe to thank them for 
the lfnor heretofore dene me, and to render them 
every, fervice in my power. In whatever {phere it 
may de my fortune to move in future, it will bea 
grati*cation to me to recolleét that I have been their 
faith dul fervant, M. LYON. 
Fairhaven, Auguft 29, 1798. 


ttttirriteterttrtecteteeeteerettrtt 
Mr. LIVINGSTON’s SPEECH, 
* On rue SEDITION BILL. 


M: LIVINGSTON faid, that notwithfand- 
ing tl: farcafms which had been thrown out againft 
thole Who oppofe this meafure ; notwithftunding 
that vind cf accommodating principle whith has 
been Be up and reiterated, that the powers of this 
Conifution extend to-every poffible cafe —a prin- 
ciple Vhich goes to the deftruétiun of State authori- 
ties, id mekes that inftrument mean any thing or 
nothing. ; notwithftanding this, he thould again 
ventu se to engage the attention of the Henfe, whilft 
he endeavored to fhow that this bill is not only com 
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trary to the fpirit, but to the direct letter of thew “ 


Conftitution. 
The Conftitiriion declares, that “ No how thall 
be paffed to abridge the liberty of fpeech, or of the — 


"prefs. ” Let us enquire, faid Mr. Living{ton, what . 
was the liberty enjoyed at the tiie this declaration — 


was agreed to, and fee whether citizens will enjoy 


the fame fberty after this \aw paffes, that they then / 
enjoyed. Will gentlemen fay, that the fame liberty — 


of writing and fpeaking did not exift then, that now 
exifts? Ef they will not fay this, muft they not 
allow that the Conftitution is pofiive in prohibiting 
any change in this tefpe& ? Gentlemen may call 
this liberty an evil, if they pleafe: If it be an evil 
‘which he was-ar.from believing) it is an evil per- 
petrated by the Conftitution. 

The Conftitution feems to have contemplated 
cafes which might arife at a future day ; it feems 
to have forefeen that majorities (far be it from me 
to believe thatthe prefent majority is of the number) 
might be actuated by difpofitions holtile to the goe 
vernment ; that it might with to pafs laws to fup- 
prefsthe only means by which_its corrupt vicws 
might be made known to the people, and therefore 
fays, Mo daw fhall be paffed te abridge the liberty of 


with another dear and valuable privilege, the liberty 
of confcience.——~-What is liber:y of confcience? 
Gentlemen may to-taotrow eftablith a Narional 
Religion, agreeably to the opinion of a majority of 
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this Houfe ; on the ground of an uniformity of 








we 

; worllp being more confiftent with public happinefs, * 
1 | than ddiverfity of worfhip. The doing of this is: 
e | not ls forviden than the a& which the Houfe are 
to about.to do. 
nt Bu’ it is faid, will you fuffer a Printer to able 
xy his {¢How-citizens with impunity, afcribing his 
1 | cond to the very worft of motives? Is no pnn- 
ty Mamcat to be inflicted on fuch a perfon? Yes ; 
Ww theres a remedy for offences of this kind, in the 
ot laws Sf every Siate in the Union. Every man’s 
ng charafler is prote&ed by law, and any man who 
ail fhall ¢ublifh a libel on any part of the government, 
_ is liable to punifhment ; not by laws which we 


ere OUrfelves have made, but by laws paffed by the feve- 
ral States. And is not this moft proper? Suppofe 
red 2 tibe: was writtem againft the Prefident, where is 
mst moft probable fuch an offence would receive an 
me i@partial trial ; in a court the Judges of which are 
ber) appoimed by the Prefident—by a Jury feleAed by 
¢0 an officer holding his office at the will of the Prefi- 
fap dent ; or in a court independent of any influence 
ofl whatever ?—T he States are as much interefted in 
Soil the prefervation of the general government, as we 
ty are. We de wrong when we attempt to fet up in- 
Gedy ‘retts independent of the States. They are defir- 
verte OM of preferving the Conftitution as it now ftands ; 
ncetf 8d it is therefore much more probable that juftice 
ional Will be found in a court in which neither of the 
ity of parties have influence, than in one which is wholly 
ia the power of the Prefident. 
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But it is faid, this government is liable to fufer: 
abufe of the worft kind ; the worft motives inay be 
attributed to it, the falfeft Matements made with re-. 
fpe& to its conduct, and no hand caf be held out to 
protet it. For smy own part, I believe there oughy, — 


156 


to be n@ {uch power. I believe every independent 


Government is equal te the protection of its private’ 
or public charaCter ; but when gentlemen {peak of 
flanders again? the Government, I know of no fuch' 
thing. Weare charged, for inftance, with pafling: 
an unconftitutional act, with vielating our oaths.. 
What anfwer is it propofed we fhould make to the 
charge? Weare not to difprove the fac&t, and let 
the public judge between us; but we are immedi__ 
ately to profecute the man who makes the charge. ' 
You may, by thus aéting, eftablith error as foon as: 
truth ; you put them both on»the fame footing ; 
you crufh them by force of arms, and not by the 
force of reafon. This is the fame fvitem which 
heretofore lighted the fires of Smithfield, and which ' 
has produced fo much bloodfhed and ruin amongft 
mankind. ' 
But even the Conftitutional obje@ion to this bill»: 
great as it is, is of {mall importance when itis con- 
fidered in another point of view. He faid, he looked » 
upon it as a link in the chain of events leading to 
the mof ferious confequences—events which he had 
cerftantly oppofed and deplored ; leading to a prac- 
tical change in our Government. © Geutlemen may 
think this is not fo, He bad frequently heard them’ 
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fpeak of weak and rotten parts of the fyftem 5; they 
may with only to flrengthen the weak parts, and 
cut out the rotten. But, Q@ir. Livingfton faid, he 
admired the ‘Conftiwution in its prefent ferm ; he 
had fuperadded to this admivation the fanction ef an 
eath. Both inclination and duty, therefore, led hin: 
to »ppofe meafwres, which, in his opinion, went to 
a radical change of it. 

Many writers have amufed themfelves, and in- 
firaGed the world, by delineating the means by 
which free governments gradually become oppre{~ 
five ; and feme of them, the means by which free 
governments become defpotifms. He would take 
the liberty of reading an extra& out of one ef the 


: beft writings he had feen on the fubje&. The beft 


in this view, as it fhews how a government organi- 
zed like ours may come to deftru@ion. Ie would 
barely read the paflage, and if it did not make any 
imyrcifiqn onthe minds of gentlemen, he fhould 
de(jiair of faying any thing that wonld.—{ Mr Dana 
enqirivad the name of the author. —Mr, Livingftom 
repiied, the boak he alluded to, was Jubn Adams’s 
Detence of the American Contliiutions. j} Whilt 
he read this, he wifhed i: to be recolieG@ed, that Jt 
had deen declared on thisfloor, that none but men 
of atertain political opinion would be chofen by the | 
Pre& Agent to office. Mr. L. then read as follows : 
“A few confpicuous charaflers will be continued in 
theirs feats in the Sovereign Affembly, from one cleFion 
he 10 son twhatever a are madein the feats 
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are here defcribed, and he believed the reprefent. 
ation to be a jult one, it behoved us to beware ig 
time. 

Mr. L. wide be glad if gentlemen world inform 
the houfe of any ene good which would be derived 
from the paffage of this bill; cf any evil which it 


will remedy ! If they could not do this, he further 


intreaied them to think of the evils which it may 


produce. He feared it would leffen the confidence’ 


vt the people inthe government. By the adirefs- 
es which we fee pour in from every quarter, it 
would feem that this confidence is now poffeiied 5. 
and he hoped that government would be careful not 
to lofe it. But to judge from arddyefies alone, it 
was but a fallaciougmode of judging. In proet of 
this, Mr. Livingfton refered to Dalrymple’s hitory 
of the reign of James Bb. which fhews this mon- 
aich was overpowered with the moft felfome ad- 
crefles at a time when the people in general were 
difatteQed to his government to the higheft deg: es: 
This, he faid, was a {trong hiltorical fa&, which 
ought to have due weight. The political fituation 


ef this country very much refembles that of Eng~ 


laucl at the time alluded to. 


The effect of this Bill may be to lift a few met_ 
into confequence, who were never of any before, — 


and to ruin two or three ethers, but it will- be in| 
vain to atrempt to hide the mifeonduét of govern- q 
ment from the peop The thing will defeat ite | 


ownend., ‘Dheyowill, befides,. be fruck wich the 
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Aagrant breach which it makes in the Cunftitutioa, 
compared with which, he looked upon war, pefti- 
lence, and every other calamity as of trifling con- 
fequence. Time may remove thefe, but of an 
unforgiving, dreary defpotifm, who can fee the 
end? God forbid that we fhould e~er be called upon 
te employ our talents to the overturning of {uch 
a government | 


_— _— 2 





+ Extradl of a letter from Col. Lyon, in Gael at Ver- 
gennes,, fo a Member of Congrejs in Philadelphia, 
dated Nov. 22, 1798. 


Ix my laft I wrote you, that, ‘ fo ignorant 
Was i of law proceedings, that I expeéted to obje& 
‘SF the inveterate part of the Jury, without giving 
particular reafons, or fupporting them by evidence.” 
Tthould have told you, that when I obje&ed to two 
ofthe Jury, Judge Patterfon enquired, For what 
rR fon} > Tanfwere’, that I expeéted I had a right 
to’ “objet offa number, without piving a reafon.— 
Ha obferved to me, that I had not ; that ina cafe 
li* this, I fhould have no fuch right in the State 
Curt of Vermont, and that I did not know the 
Lats of my own State. This filenced me ; for 
ahi I am,, perhaps, as well acquainted as any man 
wit’ the principle of our State laws, they had lately 
bee‘ under revifion ; ‘ince the late publication, I 
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arcund them 5 by fupertor art, addrefs, and opulence, 
by more fpleudid birth, reputations, “and connections, 
they will be able ta intrigue with the people and their 
leaders out of doors, until they worm out mofi of their 
ofpyers, und introduce their friends ; to this end they 
wil beflew all cfices, contrads, privileges in commerce, 
and other emoluments on the latter and their connedlions, 
and threw every vexation and difappointment in the 
way of the former, until they eficdiifh fuck a fyftem of 
Acpes and fears throughout the State as fhall enable them 
‘is carry a majority in every frefb ele€tion of the Houfe. 
The Fudges will be appointed vy them and their party, 
and Yf confequence will be obfequious encugh to their in- 
clinations. The whole Fudicial authority, aseaweil as 
the Executive, will be employed, perverted, and profii- 
tuted to the purpofes of eleftioneering. No juftice will 
be attainable, nor will innocence or virtue be fafe in tht 
Fudiciary courts, but for the friends of the prevailing 
waders: legal profecutions will be inflituted and car- — 
ricd on againf? oppofers, to their vexation and ruin, and 
as they have the public purfe at command as well as the — 
Execulive and Judicial power, the public money will be 
expended in the fame way. No favers will be atiain- 
able but by thofe who will court the ruling demogogues 
in the Houfe by voting for their friends and infiru- 
ments ; and penfians and pecumiary rewards and gratifi- 
cations, as well as honors and offices of every hind voted 
to friends and partizans. The leading minds and moft 
influential charadlers amo the Clergy will be courted 
nb the views of the Sauk in this department wilh 
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urned upon thofe men, and the road to premotion and 
‘am ployment in the church will be obfiruSed ogainfi Juch 
Rs will not werflip the general idol. Capital chara@ters 
‘&mongh the Phyfiet ctams will not be forgotten, and the 
‘eans of acquiring reputation and praG&ice in the 
Paling art, will be to get the State trumpeters on the 
xe of the ycuth. The Bar too will be made fo fub/er- 
sent, that @ young gentleman wil have no chance te 
o:*ain a chara&er or clients, but by failing in with the 
vlbcus of the Fadges and their creator. Even the thea- 
ts and aéters and ad?reffes, maf? become aliiesame and 
ct vert the public pleafures intoengines of popularity 
i ‘s the governing members of the houfe. The prefs, 
be great barrier and bulwark of ihe richts of man- 
ii ty when it is proteSted in its freedom by law, can 
noid no longer be free , if Pe authors, writers, and 
priaters will not ac cept of that hire that will be offered 
the a, they muf? fubsmet to the ruin that will be denow- 
cea*againg them. The preffis with much fecrefy and 
gon Balm mt, wil be made the vehicles of calumny 
agut/) the minority, and of panesyric and empirical 
app mu fes of the leaders of the mijority, and na remedy 
can 2 fihly be obtained. In one word, the whole [vfiem 
of aatrs and every conceivable mative of hope and 
fear sawill be'emplayed to promote the private interefis of 
a fel, and their cbjeguigus megority 5 and there 135 n@ 
reme?) but in arms 1” 


a 


S a remedy ! he hoped the people of this country 
woul’ ; never be lorced to have recourfeto it. If 
thie fal tendeney of certain meafures be what they 
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SPEECH ON THE 


are here defcribed, and he believed the reprefent- 
ation to be a jult one, it behoved us to beware ig 
time. . 

Mr. L. would be glad if gentlemen world inform 
the houfe of any ene good which would be derived 
from the paffage of this -bill ; cf any evil which it 
will remedy ! If they could not do this, be further 
intreaied them to think of the evils which it may 
produce. He feared it would leffen the confidence 
ot the people inthe government. By the addrefs- 
es which we fee pour in from every quarter, if 
would feem that this confidence is now pofftifed 5. 
and he hoped that government would be careful not 
to fofe it. But to judge from artdreffes alone, it 
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was bata fallaciougmode of judging. In proot of 
this, Mr. Livingfton refered to Dalrymple’s hitory 
of the reign of James D. which fhews this mon- 
aich was overpowered with the moft felfome ad- 
crefles at a time when the people in general were 
difatteQed to his government to the higheit deg: es: 
This, he faid, was a {trong hiftorical ta&, which 
ousht to have due weight. The political fituation 
ef this country very much refembles that cf Eng~ 





laud at the time alluded to. 

The effeét of this Bill may be to lift a few men_ 
into confequence, who were never of any before, | 
and to ruin two or three others, but it will be in’” 
Vain to atrempt to Bide the mifconduét of govern- 
ment from the pzoples, Phe thing will defeat ite 
owncend. ‘“Dheyowill, befides,. be fuck with the — 
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A LET T E.R. 
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F 
3 flacrant brea ch which it makes in the Cunftitution, 
3 compared with which, he looked upon war, pefti- 
3 z lence, and hd other calamity as of trifling con- 
z efequence. Time may remove thefe, but of an 
Sunfi orgiving, dreary defpotifm, who can fee the 
Send? ? God forbid that we fould ever be called upon 


‘to employ our talents to the overturning of fuch 
b government ! 
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Lxtra&l of a letter from Cil. Lyon, in Gael at Ver- 


q gennes,, fo a Member of Congrejs in Philadelphia, 
" dated Nov. 22, 1798. 
(s 


WOR se. 


Pa 


? ly my laft I wrote you, that, ‘ fo ignorant 
wns | of law proceedings, that I expeéted to obje& 
off the inveterate part of the Jury, without giving 
pticular reafons, or fupporting them by evidence.” 
I ra vuld have told you, that when I obje&ted to two 
of ah e Jury, Judge Patterfon enquired, For what 
resdon? | anfwered, that I expected I had a right 
to je off a number, without giving a reafen.— 
Hetobferved to me, that I had not ; that ina cafe 
likezthis, I fhould have no fuch right in the State 
Coiet of Vermont, and that I did not know the 
Laws of my own State! This filenced me ; for 

lth: I am, perhaps, as well acquaimted as any man 

with. the principle of our State laws, they had lately 

been snder revifion ; ‘ince the late publication, I 
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A LETTE® 


had not paid fo ftrict attention to ther,. arto fave 

been able atthat moment to fhew Him'he was wrong: 
On examination, T fitd the following paragraph in 
an att of the Legiflature of the State cf Vermont, 
entitled, An A& for the punifbnent of certain captials 
and other high crimes and mifdemeanors—* And it is 
further enaéted, “Fhat it any perfon fhall defame . 
any Court of fuftice, or any fentence or proceedings 
thereof, or hall defar@ any Moyiftrates, judges,, 
or Juftices of any fuch Court, touching any aét or 
fenience therein paffed, on convidtion thereof before 
the Supreme Court of Judicature, Mich perfon thal. 
be panithed by fine not exceeding two hundred 
dollass.”--—And in the fame aft is tite following: 
claufe, ‘*Andbe it further ena&ted, That every 
perfon indiGed for any crime mentioned imthis act, 
who fhall have duly pleaded to the indictment found 
egainit him, and pet himfelf en the country for 
trial, fhall be admited peremptorily to challenge fix 
‘of the Jurors, and as great a number further as He 
fhall fhew good caufe for challenging.”—Fhus it 
may be further feen how 3 have been dealt with 

# about a Jury. 

The law of the United States fays, ‘¢ And Jurors 
in all cofes to ferve in the Courts of the United 
States, fhell be defignated by lot, or otherwife, ac- 
¢ ding to the znode of forming Juries therein, now 
practifed, fo far as the Jaws of the fame Shall render 
fuch defignation pra€ticable by the Courts or Mar- 

1 fn.is of the United States.”—I will not pretend to 
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fiy that this Clanfe meass any thing ; but if it does, 
I thould fuppofe it means te'give the perfon on trial 
' as good a chance with regard toa Jury, as he wouid 
have ina trial of the fame magnitude in the ‘State 
Cyurt. But here you may fee, that ina trial where 
aut norte th n twe hundred dullars property. is com 
ces wued, and for acrime as near fimilar as any in 
the law, to thatI an charged with, thee cate 
Cort is obliged to allow fix Jurymen to be pe- 
vette chailenged off, while im a cavfe whereis 
} aas endangered of the lofs of my liberty for wo 
ver ey amd of two thoufand dollars, J was not allow- 
ed £0 ea of two, asx! was rebuked becaufe J 
mea ioned i: 
£ had taken 2 notion (whether well or it!-founded 
If) not pretend to determine) that the feverity B 
hav met with was intended to ditve the people of 
thi? country (who have been vivlemly agitated) to 


. extremities, and to irritate them: to break the gaol, 
. and: releafe me. As TF have }oked through thefe 
€ groes, F have feen many of the young lads, who 
hav® becn waiting impatiently for Colonels, Majors, 


andgCaptains, commiffions in the new army, ftrut- 
ing through the ftreets with a great deal of glee, 


va and2t fancied their expectations were on tip-toe bor 
ge- . the 2vent of the gaol’s being broke. 

ow “Bhe Pretident has exercifed a great fhare of pru- 
ler denée, i in keeping back the comrmiffhoning the new 
hare repanents ; ; but the appearance of am inforreGion 


gto of roo men to break this gaol, I dare fay they 
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A LETTER. 


think would be fuficient caufe for the (Tsing sco 
commiffions. IT not only felt the fame repugnance 
that I have ever done againft infurrefion or mobe- 
ry ; but I have felt the flrongeft averfi n imaginable 
againit being in any wife the caufe of a thing of this 


kind. This, added to the idea that fucha ftep 


would be anfwering the purpofe of my enemits, and 
the enemics of American Liberty, made me firmly 
refulve to fuffer any kind of death here, rather than 
be taken out by violence. “The people (oon became 
acquainted with my determination, and grew calm, 

As ta my fituation here—foon after 1 was con- 
fined, I got a friend to apply to the CommonCoun- 
cil of this city) who have power, it feems, of fixing 
what fhall be confidered the Gaol) for a better room 
in this houfe. I had, at the requeft of my friends, 
wrote to the Marfhal, propofing that they would 
give bonds for 100,000 dollars, that I would not 
leave the room which might be fixed on. He an- 
{wered, he could do nothing about it.— Two gen- 
tlemen called on me, and informed me they were a 
Committee from the Common Counci!, to let me 


know, that they had taken my cafe into confidera- 


tion, and did not fee it confiftent to make any onder 
about an other room, but every thing fhoukd be done 
to accommodate me where I was ; a window fhould 
be put up, anda ftove fhould be fixed in the rocim. 
They told me, that if I would procure a ftove, I 


fhould be paid for it. I remonflraved againft their — 
lcaving it with me, confined, and from home, toget ff 
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A LETTER. 165 


the ftove: They affured me one fhould be procured ; 
find: as there was another gaol in the county, there 
Auld be no perfon commited here, to intrude apon 
et incommmode me. However, I had been here 
Hamott three wocks, before I get the window, which 
@ntains four panes of glafs. About the fame tires 
ater repeated applications, I got intelligence from 
thie Common Ceuncil, that they fhould do nothing 
aXout a ftove ; if I had one, Imuf procure it my 
fe. Jt took another weck to get this news to my 
feanily, and to proeure a ftove, get it here, and fer 4 
ue: So that I was near four wecks here, without 
fist of fire, except my candle ; in which time F 
dered more with the cold than I had in twenty 
yekirs before. Nor has any more regard been paid 
to the other affurance, than to the promife of the 
ftoze. Commitments into this room are frequent ; 
forse prifoners ftay half an hour, fome fix hoursy 
and fome twenty-four ; and ene poor creature was 
kept i in four days and four nights, on an attachmen, 
tor wenty dollars’: 30 poor was he, that I had to 
payzhe Gaoler’s fees whem he went out. He had 
fuck a terrible dyfentery as caufed the room to fmetl 
wortte than any hofpital I was ever im. He. flepe 
but -little, and [ lefs. This, I was almoft furer 
world ficken me, and throw me into a fever, as i 
wasin an ill ftate of health befure I came here, but 
con-rary to all expectation, | am at prefent prety 
Weld— Ged tempers the wind to the Poor lamb.” 




















156 A LETTER. 


The Gaoler is a humane man, his wife is am ex- 
ceeding well-difpofed woman ; (her father was kil- 
led in Bennington battle) they both feem to be 
really defirous to do every thing for my aceommo- 
dation, in their power An Englith gentleman, 
by the name of Byrd, who is faid to bea violent 
Federaliftt, has paid the moft attention, and fhewed 
the moft decency and humanity toward me of any 
of the citizens of Vergennes 3 he, as well as the 
Parfon of the parith, have pelitely furnifhed me 
with fuch books and news papers as the place af- 
fords. With thefe I amufe myfelf, by candle 
light, and in a clearday, when I ftand by the win- 
dow, I can fee to read ; in a dark day I can fot. 

As J] ain permited to receive every thing that F 
procure for myfelf, and my friends are admited to 
fee me, T endeavor to make myfelf eafy. Altho’ 
it is forty-four reiles from this to my houfe, and 
the roads exceffive ba:!, both by the. nature of the 
Jand and the tine of year, my wife has been twice 
to fee me, and were it not for the little ones (three 
of whom are under nine years oll) and the family 
cares, which devolve heavier upon her during ny 
abfence, fhe would, like Madame la Favette, be 
proud to immerfe herfelf with her hufband the 
whole time of my confinement, 

As the time draws nigh, for the feffioncf Con- 
grefs, I think I ought to be among you, and that 
my privilege is violated by my confinement here. _ 
I am contraited by fome I talk with, by an opinion 




















ADDRESS to tre PRESIDENT. 167 


ghat the word arref, in the Conftitation, does no, 
sacan imprifonment, but the act of taking, and 
fat being done before my privilege commenced, [ 
¢an not be entitled to privilege. Others contend, 
that the crime I am charged with, is a breach of 
a pzace. The firft appears to me to be a mere 
Yankee quibble; on the laft, the authorities I can 
cimeat, are divided. I am fecking further in- 
tismatic n and advice on the fubjed. 

= Remember Mr. Fefferfin of my bet whe’ 
That good man is often fpoken, of here; he is 
cérfed bitterly by the Ariftocrats as the promoter of 
Nir. Logan's voyage, and the procures of peace for 
this country. The warm Republicans langh to fee 
how difappointed the expeGants of commiffions 
ar, while fome moderate people ftare, and are 
an:azed at the effrontery of the wretches who ex- 



























| claim againft every body and every thing, becaufe 

: their country is like to fteer clear of the honors and 

> exvences of a war.” 

t TTOTTITITETITATAT STITT TTT TTT tTttt 
'y RICHMOND, (Virginia) September 22. 

y At a meeting of the Freebolders of Prince Edward 
be County, in the State of Virginia, convened on Mon- 
be 


day the 20th Auguft, 1798, for the purpose of con- 
Sedering the prefent fate of American affairs, in cons 
Sequence of five.weeks previous notice: 
ReEsoLveD, dy a large majority, That the following 
Addrefs be immediately tranfmited to the Preti- 
dent of the United States : - , 
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I; amidft the multitude of addreffes with 
which you are preferited from every quarter of the 
unjon, you can yield a moment’s. attention to the 
frecholdess of Prince Edward! County, they beg 
leave to lay before you fomewhatof their teclings 
gnc opinions on the prefint awful crifis of Ame~ 
rican affairs, 

It is not our defign to approach the Chief Ma- 
giflrate of the United States without refpe@, while 
we deliver our fentiments with the unrefervednels 
and independence of freemen. Obedience to the 
jaws, and attachment to the government efiablifhed 
by the choice of our country, we eficem as the 
primary duties of good citizens. But while we 
acknowledge this principle, we cannot relinquifh 
the conflitutional privilege of uttering our appro- 
bation or cenfure of thefe meafures, by which our 
higheft interefis, and moft valiable rights are ftron- 
ly affeed. 

Be aflured, Sir, that it is our firm refolution, to 
repair to the American ftandard, when our exer- 
tions fhall be neceflary to repel the invafion, or 
aggreflions of a foreign foe: and that we are pre- 
pared to facrifice property and life, in the defence 
of ourcountry. Yet, contemplating war as the 
moft dreadtul of human calamitics, except the 
fcourge of defpotifm and the infclence of tyrants, 
we cenfure and regret the policy by which we] 
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frail be unneceffarily involved ia its Aorrors ; par- 
‘Scularly, when no proportionate objet can be at- 
hrined by its purfuitr. Can we, for an joftant, 
4 stter ourfelves, that the ftrength of America, def- 
‘tute as fhe is of the means of attacking a diltant 
Gremy, is competent to the great fchene of hum- 
Hing the haughtinefs, and the power of France? 
«3 of compelling her to acompenfation for palt in- 
jaries which has been fought in vain by ‘negocia~ 
tion? A negociation commenced without refpe@ to 
tiefe confiderations, which, if’ obferved, would 
hive afforded the pleafing hope of fuccefs, and 
waich has, we fear, been too haftily abandoned, ° 
:Earneftly deprecating the mifchiefs that maft res 
fist from a confli& fuch as that on'which the gov- 
eciment feems to be determined, we entreat you, 
Si; to retra@t the rath refolution you have formed, 
of: ceafing to make overtures of accommodation ta 
th French, and to adopt fome fpeedy and ef Guat 
pl-n for conciliating the differences between the 
twin republics, A contrary policy we apprehen4, | 
wit incur the danger of binding our fate, to that of 
2 sovernment oppofed effentially to our conftiru- 
tio%al principles, tottering to its bafis, and verging 
rasidly to decay, Toh, 


Nor can we be filent upon another fubje& 
Socne of the moft diftingnithed a@s of the late fet. 
fit of Congrefs, which have zeceived the laf legal 
fan:Rion of your approbation, merit, in our judge 
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ment, the biffereft cenfure. We have heen heres 
tefore reluctant to believe that there were chara®- 
ers in our federal councils capable of de figning the 
overthrow of our rights, and the deftruQion of our 
liberties. But the odions Alien and Sedition Bills 
| have gone far tewards eftablifhing us in this per‘ua- 
2. fion. When we fee the freedom of fpeech crimi- 
: nated and reftricted ; the trial by Jury abolithed> 
-as far as_re'ates to a comprehe nfive defcription of 
: r individnais, and the Prefident invefted with a dan- 
fs gerous and unlimited power, which may be exercifed 
i: fur the moft oppreffive purpofes ; we are ferioully 
alarmed at the probable confequences, and reprebate 
thofe flagrant violations of the fupreme law of our 
Jand-—a law that aught ever to be deemed facred 
and which it is highly criminal to infringe. If a 
fingle infraction of the Conftitution is commited, 
antl acquiefced im, we dread the precedent as leading 
to fimilar evils, the extent ot which is incalculable- 
Permit us then to flatter ourfelves, that your confti- 
tutional powers will be exerted, on the earlieft oc- 
cafion, in the repeal of ats, which even zealou® 
friends of your adminiftration do not advocate. 


In Behalf of the Meeting, 
P. JOHNSON, Chairman. 
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QUESTIONS. ag 


FAIR QUESTIONS 


TO ALL sincerk REPUBLICANS ana 
GOOD, MEN. ag xt 


Suourp the French land a large army in Ire- 
land, will they be more to blame iu affifling the 


: sith to eftablith an eleive government, like ours, 


_ than the Englith were in ailifling the Vendeans, 
* Chouans, &c. to reftore the old aifslute military 


a) 


dcfpotifim of France, which was formerly the thea 


ef unceafing ridicule and execration in G. Britain ? 


If the Irith wifh for in ele€tive government, and 


freedom for other religious fucicties befides the 
«church of England (or Ireland, as they call it} will 


they be more to blame in offing for, and ufing fo- 


rcign affitance, than we were? Will the French, 
who feat us a fleet, an army, clothing, arms, am- 
munition, and money, be more’blameable for giving 
the Irith fuch affiftance? 1f Wafhingron, Ro- 
chambeau, and Fayette, took Cornwallis at York- 
town, why may not an Irith General, and one or 
two French Generals, take Cornwallis in Dublin? 
If taxation and reprefentacion, in 1775, were held 
to be infeparable for two millions of Americans, 
who made many of their own provincial laws, why 
ought they not to be held infeparable for three mil- 
lions of Catholics in Ireland, who have not (Great 
God of Liberty) a finglevcte 2? Muft not any man 
who withes the Irith to be unreprefented, be an en- 
exay to liberty, covering bis aétual hatred to freedom 
under a declamaticn againit French principls ? 








2 pete TIONS. 


From tue NEWARK CENTINEL. 
Mc]: Pennington <3 Dodge, 





| { 1, . PERSON not much acquainted with politics, 
ae who having heard of a Dire@ Tax, and a Sedition 
| | Law, and being fomewhat awed by the latter, as it 
in | is faid that feditious perfuns muft be fent tothe Siate 
= Prifon (or what fome f. 'ks call a Baftile) begs leave 
ii to enquire of you (as it is likely you know more of 
. vhat is going on in the political world than he does) 
if you think that it would be counted Sedition to afk 
a few queftions about this faid Dire&t Tax, and the 
t manner of its being colleéted Pend ff you don’t 
‘ think they fall under that denomination, pleafe to 
give them a place in your impartial vehicle of po-~ 
ie litical knowledge, and oblige an 
i ESSEX DUTCHMAN. 
Vy Suery tf. Vf it is neceflary for the State of New 
br i| Jeifey to mske up its proportion of the demand 
| | i] nade by the Govermment of the United Srates, for 
if the enfuing year, is it not enough that they demand 
ik of the Siate, and let them colle it in their own, 
or ufual way ? 
ad. 1s not the appointment of five Commiffioners 
in this Stare, at 150 dollass a year, and three dollars 
4 | per day, whilft a@tually engaged in faid bufinefs, am 
iy t } additional and unneceffary tax upon this State ? 
ij f | ad. Is not the appointment of a nunbertefs train 
| 4 of Deputies under faid Commiffioners, at a certa:.. 
“rate per cent. for their fervices, an additional aud 
unneceffary tax upon the S.ate | 
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"QUESTIONS. . ws 


4th. Is there.any neceflity of fuch appointments, 
when the State is adequate to the cullecting fuck 
taxes, without their afliltance ? 

stb. Has the State ot New-J: ifey e ever refused to 

comply with any demand that has been made upon 
it by the General Governmeat ? If not, where is 
the neceflity of thofe extraordinary appointments? 

6:4. Are not all thofe new and extraordinary 
appointments ‘in this State, creating more depend- 
ents on the Genera! Government, and thereby gra- 
dually alienating their affeCtions trom their friends 
aid neighbors, and the good people of the Sate to 
which they rcfpc&ively belong ?-—And prav, are 
not all thefe things in fome meafure dangerous to 
the liberties of the people ? 

J thould be happy to have an anfwer to thefe few 
queries, as they leave a difagreeable .impreffion on 
my mind (fearing) that whercas.it will take a con- 
fiderab!le fum to pay thofe already created officers 
if our Congrefs, in their wifdom, at their next fef- 
fion, fhould fee fit to tax our day. light, and owr fire 
and candle light, it muft aMo.te necéffary to appoint 
more fuch officers, and that would take more of my 
money ; and as Tam a Dutchmanr, and love money, 
I might be induced to afk more fuch queftions—and 
perhaps (but ¥ muft know firft if it is not fedition) 
J might grow more inquifitive, and with to know 
what (befides raifing a ftanding army to cram future 
taxes down our throats) is to become of the reft of 
the money ? 


Pa 
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174 CURIOUS PRESENTMENT. 
KNOXVILLE, (Zentucky) Oober 16. 


The following is a copy of a Prefentment of the Axiztt 
and Sevi110N Laws, by the Grand Fury of Hae 
milion Difiric?, at the laft term af the Supreme 

Ciurt. 





| <7 ** September Seffion, 1798. 
1} 1 \ \ E, the Grand Jury of the Ditri@ of 


Hamilton, State of Tennefee, give as our opinion, 
that the law palfed |. ft feffion of Congrefs, called 
the diien Law, is uncon{titaticnal, oppreffive, and 
derogatory to our general compa, by taking away 
~ the trial by Jury ; we alfo think the a&t prematurt, 
it being patfed prior to the year 1808. Alfo an act 
palfed the fame feffion, called the Sedition a&, which 
has the appearance uf cramping the prefs and pri- 
vileges of a free Republican people, which may, in 
iis progrefs, have an unhappy tendeacy on the minds 
ij of our fellow citizens, 
| “ Therefore we pray the Legiflaure of the State + 
; of Tenneflee, to dtaw upa memorial, to be laid 
.cfore the members, at the next feffion of Gongrefs 
(if practicable) fignifying our difapprobation of the 
sbove- recited ats, and that the Honorable Judges 
of the Superior Court canfe the fame to be laid be- 
fore the Aidfembly of the Siste at their approaching 
fefion. 
Odober 15, 1798.” 


(What a cotraft between the Grand Furcrs j 
Lenncfice and Vermont!) : . 





ser 
Se eT ee 
a CT a 


Sa ES 


1 Pe 
aaa” 


piiaslindnematk 
ee 


A peers 


area gp panne 

~ ene mem 
= eS 
— 


~—ew 














H 
a 


ie 
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PROVIDENCE, (Récde Ifland) Nov. o. 
Sunday lait arrived the {hip Zenobia, Capr. Wy 
ah oF n, tn 45 days from AKingfton, famaica, 


Lif s of “Prizes at Kingflon, the 12th of Sepiemyer lift, 
4 handed us by Capt. Brown. | 


aC Haner Orion, Stephenlun, of Philadelphia, from 
Aux Cayes, bound heme ; vellcl aad cargo libdied 


a French property. 

Sloxp Martha, Bohon, from Charleftgn, bound te 
Pavannah, fibeled as French property. 

Bri Britannia, Young, of North- Yarmouth, from 
Faquemel, bound to Charlcftun, libeled as French 
property. 

Brid John Jay, Broad, of Bofton, from Avi: Cayes, 
c$ndemned on fufpicton of beingFrench property, 

Slo Fox, of Charlefton, libeled as bound to am 
e“emy’s port. 

Shij? Union, of New-York, ditto, 

Sch#oner Argo, Gardner, of Baltimore, bound to 

Jaquemel, laft from Curacea, where fhe was ear- 
rid in May laft by a French privateer and clear. 
e%; in purfuing her voyage, was captured and 
fe ht to Kington, libeled for having Ofnaburghs, 
a&contraband, and for having been bound tu an 
enemy's port, 
A¥fo a number of other veffels, names unknown, 
fent an and Jibeled as French property, when the 
coulé not find any other plea. —Thofe Matters who 


were fo unforwnate as not to procur@Bond{men, 
werd condemned without ceremeny. 


Cint Richard Siffon, ina vel from RB Idmotes 


was (gat i in the day before Capt. Brown faiicd, 
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SYMPTOMS or a 
RICHMOND, (Virzinia,) Now. 22. — : 

4! a meeting of fundry Freebslders and other in habits 
ants of Carsline County, af the Court-boufe, on thes i 
13th day of Navember, 1798, beng Court day, f : 
which previous notice had been given by advertises i 
ments, Se. They preceeded to take inte confidera- 
tion the alarming fate of public affuirs, and agreed — 
wpon the following Memorial, which they direEed © 
fo be figned by their Chairman, ch behalf of the” 
smceting, attefied by their Clerk, and profinted to the 
General Afemt!y. : 
To tHe GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

‘of the State of Virginia, 
THE MEMORIAL 

of a numerous mecting of the citizens of Carell ie 
County, humbly reprefents, 























I HAT your Memorialifts ern-eive it to be their 


duty to think, to decide, and to a@ with all their 
energies whenever liberty is endangered by dome~ 
flic fation ox foreign. force, The man whofe fin- 
ccrity is abforbed by felfith calculations in fpeaking: 
of the aéts of government, will faerifice his bravery 
to the fame views whenever it becomes meceffury to 
meet an enemy, i 
They therefore boldly declare it to be their opim 
ion, that principles inconfiftent with the publit’ 
good, are avowed by official chara@ters, patronifed 
through newfpapers, and fan@ioned by laws.—That_ 
at is nie to deiermine, whether the people of Ame-§ 2 
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/ Rerurninc REASON. 197 
sida, in throwing off che yoke of England, hed no 
other obje& than to place it again on their necks 
wigcther they afferted the right of felf-taxarion to 
op grefs themfelves ; and not to guard againit op- 
p: iflion—whether they withftood an attempt to 
tr.&fport them beyond fea to be tried for pretended 
offances, that they might be tran{ported on fufjicion, 
an¢condemned to banifhment without trial—w he- 
thei they refufed to maintain the «fficers of George. 
the ghird, for the {ke of appointing fwarms of offi- 
certo harrafs the people, and eat out their fubltance 
~rvenethes they expelled a mercenary army paid by 
hnZand, only to replace it by one paid by themfelves 
— iE thert, whether they bravely fought for polijicad 
exilgence, only to become a felo de fe. 

Ft perience is the parent of furefight, and without 
foreAyht, no human attempt can profper Let us 


A 


.ther4%ore beware, left judging by what we feel to- 


day and relying on delulive profeffion, we fhut our 
eyes gaintt experience ; and by forbearing to look 
forwitrd, defer our eff rts to efcape threaiening dan. 
ger, dniil our efforts will be vain. 

Othe contrary, let us enquire of experience, 
wheter fuch meafyres as are now maiuring in 
Asaergea, have not hegoten and fupported defpoiifm 
in olgr countries ; 4 let us cnquire of prudence, 
wherl'sr a feafonable defence docs not depend ex- 
clufivehy on forefight? If Monarchy may be defined 


‘a pousr [upparted by force, corruption, and patronage,? 


it fugegtts aa alarming idea. Muit we theo adinig 
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178 SYMPTOMS or 


that we already feel, what we profefs only to fear i 
Or if Defpotifm is “ a@ violation of mental tiberty, by ' 
eontrouling the rights of [peaking and wrtting ; anda 
viclation of 4idily liberty, by a fubjeflion to punifiment fi 
without trial” —r fic Aion recoils in reproachcs upoa i 
us, for having tamely fuffered that which defisoys | 
a man. 
Your Memorialitts’ confider £ felitien of perfon | 
Jand of fpeech, as conftituting the eflence of political 
liberty. It the laws which threaten their exiitence | 
are conftitutional, the Conftitution has been mifun- 
derftood, and is infufficient for the end of preferving ‘ 
human rights. If they are unconflitutiena!, the 
Government has vfurped the power of the People, | 
by conftituting ifelf a creator ofa ncw political 
fyitem—it has commited rebellion againft' that to 
which it has fworn allegiance—and by vivlating the 
Conftitution with a view to revolution, kas diflulved 
the focial compa&, as far asitcould. For if fclema 
oaths, and conftitutional principles, are fuffered @ 
evaporate in the crucible of legiflative expediency, | 
this doétrine is capable of deMroying every fecurity 
for liberty within the power of man todevife. 
It is urged, that thefe laws are not a preiex* of 
tyranny, but expedient to unite ws againft France. j 
Will a free people be drawa within the band of atix 
on, by aggreffions upon their rights? T° he hiftory | 
of Greece and PerGia, Holland and Spain, America 
and England, France and the Combinations, reply 
to thefe interrogatories, Inflead of union, 
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meifures would obviot fly producedivifion, Divifion 
enddles a Government, by playing party againft par- 
ty,2.in defpicable altercation, like puppets moved 
from behind the feene, to govern all by the rule of: 
its gw n pleafure ; for it both weakens a nation w hen 
opted toa foreign enemy, and begets a corref- 
pordent diminution of popular power, in oppofing 
dovtilic ufurpaticn. 

at if the militia is thus weakened by divifions 
the” expedient of a mercenary army is to hold the 
bal: Ace, and poife the parties, This is the laft verfer 
in te chapter of Expedients, and the firft in that of 
Tyianny. What then is our profpe&? Civil 
diflegtion regulated by ftanding armies ; oppreffive 
taxes inflied by corruption, and collected by the 
{worl ; motion and fpeech according to law, or the 
public opinion regulated by garrifons. 

Is: it yet a queftion, whether liberty and property 
are fateft in the hands of the people, or of matters 
civil or military ?—Are then all the modern im- 
provements in the fcience of Government, to be de- 
molifhed by an union of ambition and cupidity with 
ancient prejudices ?. Meafures, which are ab liged 
to {peak truth, are the only index of intention. 

Symptoms of an alliance with a Monarchy, our 
old foe, and a war with « Republic, our old friend ; 
and a cohabitation of Tories, Refugees, Emigrants, 
and Monarchifts, with the Adminiftration, 2s mon- 
{trous as notorious, are additional folutions of inten- 
tion, They portend, that the American Revolutian 
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r8o. SymMPTroMS OF RETURNING REASON, 


ts to be from Monarehy to Monarchy—a fort of 
change of minifters; and that the blood and treafure _ 
of the People have been expended only to expoff 
them te a new flock of harpies, more ravenons, be. 
caufe more lean. Is fuch the fpirit and intention — 
of the Conftitution of the United Stgies P— What — 
then is, to be done ?—Will the Reprefentatives of | 
the People fit quietly, and await the blow, or will | 
they at like men, and maintain rights derived from 
God, and acknowledged by compa@? To their — 
wifdom, to their patriotifm is commited the facred 
depofit—an unlimited confidence in your loyalty te 

their prefervation, infpires us with a correfpondent — 
degree of rc folution to fupport our State Legiflature 


‘in fuch meafures as it may deem neceflary for the 


public good. 
EDMUND. PENDLETON, jun. 
Chairman, 
Attcft, ° x 
Joun Penpieton, jun. Sec'ry. . 
‘The Federal Papers, withanuch exultation, an- § 
ticipate the apoftacy of the Antient Dominion :— 
They would; perhaps, be confirmed in their opin- 
ion, when they read the foregoing Memorial of the 
Freeholders and Inhabitants otf Caroline———Put, 
jodging for ourfelves, we think it does not look iike 
droping the aki > reprefentation i in id ele 

















LETTER Bs 


PHILADELPHIA, Dedember t. 
Extra of a Letter from Virginia, dated November 
18th, 1798. 

“¢ Tenclofe an extra® froma letter, eddriffed by 
General Mason, to Colonel LYON, Member of Can- 
gre Me 4 Wefern DifiriG of Vermont, and now 
prifoner m the Gaal of Vergennes, as the firft facrifice 
on the altar of the Sédition Bill. As the moft enormous 
lies have been circulated in this country, refpediing the 
Colonel's perfonal charadier, I beg leave to mention, 
that he efablifoed the firft Smelting houfe that there 
was in the State of Vermont, and that be bas eminently 
promoted the manufadtures of that Stale.—The X, ¥; 
and Z mania has fairly deftroyed it/elf, by its own vie- 
ition of probability ; and it has already left vs —~ 
‘People here new laugh sutright, as you and & always 
aid, at the effrontery of the whole flery.”’ 


_ Gexgrat MASON, to Cotonst LYON. 


** Rofoerry-Plain, Nov. 17, 1798. 
“« My pear Siz, , 


“H 

AVING been feveral weeks from home, 
attending the Courts, your leiter of the 14th ultimo 
did not reach meuntil this week, and then only 
through the channel of the public prints, to wit, the 
Aurora, and the fecond number of Sccourgg, font me 
by your fon. I had previoufly feen fom Mindiftinds 
accounts in the newfpapers of your arref{t and trial, 
which, though given with that falfe coloring fos 
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182 From Gen. MASON, 


which the cour? papersare fo remarkable, did not 
fail to excite avery ftrong fenfation in this ftate, 
Even the moft inveterate tories, and devoted tools of 
power, though no doubt delighted at the perfecu= 
tion you have foffered, were not bold enough to 
proclaim their joy, or openly to advocate this da-— 
ting owtrage on liberty. People had bee Mold that 
the Sedition Bill was harmlefs, was only meant as 
a bug-bear and would not be enforced. But when 
they fee it fo fpeedily carried into execution, and its 
firft vilim one of the Reprefentatives of the Peo- 
ple, every confiderate man. fhudders at the danger 
with which civil liberty is threatned, and coniiders 
you asa martyr in its caufe. Your letter 
(which is rapidly running through all the papers,) 
will tend more to open the eyes of our fellow cit- 
izens than all the fpeeches of all the republican or- 
ators in the two laft feffions of Congrefs. Their 
warnings again(t the arbitrary defigns of domeftic 
ulurpation, covered by the pretext of neceflity:, ari- 
ling from foreigu dangers, were. confidered as idle 
forebodings never to be realized. . But your cafe 
affords a fulfilment.of thofe prediions, and brings 
men feriouily to enquire why, and by what authority 
tithis thing done 2? Inthe minds of Virginians, 
particularly, it finks deep ; becaufe we well re- 
member that when the Conftiturion was propofed 
for our adoption, and the want of a bid of rights 
complained of,we were told that perfonal liberty ne- 
ver could be endangered under the Conftitution ; 





















to Cor. LYON. 183 


that it was merely a government of States having 
onlv a powc: over general concerns ; that thofe 
barriers which were provided by the flate conftitu- 
tions to protect civil and religious liberty, were un- 
neceflary in that inftrument, becaufe it contained 
no delépation of power which could poffibly affect 
thefe rights. Nay, that it would be dangerous to 


attempt their fecurity by a bill of rights, leit it: 


might imply that any fueh powers were contempla- 
ted to be given tothe general government ; and, 
that fhould any thing in the enumeration be omitted 
which was neceffary to be fecured, it might be fei- 
zed on by implication. This ilea we find after. 
wards to have been fully embraced by the eleventh 
amendment, when it was found neceflary to. recon- 
cile the Conftitution, even to thofe majorities who 
had adopted it, by {ncerporating provifions equiva- 
Jent toa bill of rights on. the fubje&s of religious 
freedom, the trial by jury, the liberty of fpeech, 
and of the prefs ; rights heretofore held facred in 
America, bat which will foon pafs away and be 
forgotten, like the dreams of the night, unlefs the 
people fhall be aroufed by fuch flagrant violations 


of our focial compad as are now pafling in.review 


before them. ~ 


. Moft men are too much tngaged in their private 
avocations, and but few have an opportunity to 
compare the laws and proceedings of Government 
with the Cunftitution, But the ignominious fuf- 
fering of a fellow-citizen, and particularly of one 
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184 From Gen. MASON. 


in an elevated fituation in fociety, cannot fail to 
awaken the pulic attention ; and whilft asa friend, 





T fincerely fympathife with you under your heavy 


load of oppreffion, 1 feel a confolation ia the hope, 
that good may arife out of it’; that the people will 
be brought to refle& before it is tov late,.and not 
fuffer themfelves to be deluded by a falfe and ground- 
Je!s clamor about French influence anda. French 
party in this country, until the found utions of their 
liberty, are fapped, all the barsiers of the Conftitu- 
tion broke down, and themfelves reduced to a {tate 
of vaflalage. 

Several with whom T have converfed, agree that 
the perfonal fufFering to which you are expoled, is 
much more than the proportion you ought to bear 
in the common caufe of Republicanifm ; and as the 
fine is the only part of the fentence which can be 
participated by others, they Have fuggefted that it 
fhould be paid by a fubfeription among the enemies 
of political perfecution. With your affent, I have 
no doudt it can cafily be done, and I will moft thank- 
fully undertake to promote it. Do write to me as 
early asyoucan. If any time before ns middle of 
next month, direét to this place, as I do not expe 
tobe in Philadelphia before Chriitmas. | 
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STANDING AKMY. 185 
From tus AURORA, of Nov. id 


Tue Grand Cruncil, which has been aves bled 
in this city for fome days, confifting of a felection of 
military otficers, it is reported, have manifefted a 
Cifpofition to advife the organization ef a large 
STANDING ARMY.--If this fhould prove to 
be the faét, and that the advice given by the military 
Counc#] is to raife and maintain a ftanding army, the 
peuple of America mufl look to their Liperrrgs. 
Look to the hiftory of every_nation on earth, and 
mark the progrefs inevitable fiom Liberty to Def- 
potifm. 

Standing armies once eflablifhed, a great and 
defpotic body is created in the flate, with interefts 
Jioftile to the public liberties, and living under def- 
potic laws, inconfiftent with the fpirit of a free go- 
vernment in any other circumiflance than that of 
alual war. . 

WAR is the trade of men who have no other 
profeffion than that-of arms-——and as it is the pre- 
vailing paffion of military men, to obtain rank, power 
and di/tindtion, they will find it their intereft to ex 
cite a {pisit of war in the whole nation. ‘Their 
fuccefs in exciting fuch a fpirit will be proportioned 
to their influence and a@ivity ; and their ambitions. 
from the very confirution of the military profeffion, 
will Rimulate them to obtain influence, and to be 
ever active, 
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186 BRITISH FRATERNITY. oF 
The defire of eftabtithing a fanding army io Ame- 


rica, is as fevere a burlefque upon our country as 
could poffibly be invented by malicious ingenuity— 
After ‘utterly overthrowing the mercemry legiong 
of Britain with our hardy yeomanry and pyvlitia, we 
are now to be told, that our militia are either unfi, 
incapable, or unable to maintain“the independence of 
@ur country | 1 

The hired legions ef all the defpotic powers of i 
Europe, have been defeated by the raw and undifci- 
plined bravery of French bemakers,toylors, & hai'r- 
drofers, (for of fuch, fay the Federalifts, were the 
French armies compofed)—yet, after the example 
\ 7 of America, and the example of France, have taught 
) us fuch teffons, our militia is to be fet afide—or, as 
an Knglifh Secretary at War Said, “a balance mult 
| be fet up to keep the militia trothwebeliion /” 
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Britain's ** wooden walls,” and America’s ‘* wooden 
walls” reciprocal. © ; ! 
Sunday laf came up the harbor, in ten days from 
Newport, Rhode- Filind, the United States Bop of 
war Herald, Capt.Severs, and brig Pickering,Capt. 
Chapman. The brig Commerce, Capt. Childs, 
came under convoy of thefe vefftls, The Herald, 
afier anchoring, fired a falute, which was returned 
by Fort-George, on Citadel Hi!].—Soon after Cop, 
Severs and Capt. Chapman landed in the Herald's, 
barge, and paid theirs refpedts Phis Excellency the: 


f 
HALIFAX, (Nova- Scotia) November 17. 
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L BRITISH FRATERNITY. a8. 


Licutenam: Governor, Vice-Admiral Vandeput, and 
General Marray.—T his pleafing prefage of a return 
of harmony and reciprocal fricndfhip, mut afford 
the higheft farisfa€tion to every friend of his cotm- 
try ; and the firmnefs of the Federal Government, | 
in refafing to become the dupés of French perfily 
and feduQion,is an inducement to every Britith fu- 

: jeM, to treat the American flag with the higheit 

refpet, anu her faithful citizems with every degree 

of attention and civility. 

{ Thus far frouvthe Halifax Paper.? 

[Asa proof of the above remark, we give the follows 

+ ing complete Evidences of their fincere Feiendthip te 

the citizens of America, which the gentlemen whe came 

paffengers in the flop Citizen, from Halhfax, have 
politely favored us with, and are ready to vouch for 
their authenticity} 

Juformation and particulars refpe€ting the late Cap- 
tures and Condemnations, by our BRITISH 
-FRIENDS. 

The forp Henrietta, of Philadelphia, Capt. Picks, 
rom Baltimore, boand to Cadiz ; three days oui, was 
taken on oth September, by the Hynde frigate, Captain 
Larkum. Ship and cargo condemned, and claiments 
condemned to pay charges amaunting to near 1000 Di - 








lars. 


The brig Hazard, of Georgetown, Capt. Drum- 
mond, from BRourdeaux, lound to New York, captured 
by the St. Albans, Capt, Pender, 27h Auguf. The 
brig and homeward Blind freight cleared , the eut- 



































"ae BRITISH FRATERNITY. 


ward bound freight, with the homeward bound carge, 
confifting chiefly of brandy and wine, amounting te 
whout 80,000 dollars, condemned, claimants ta pay 

charges. | 

The flop Citizen, of Rafton, Capt. \M. Lellan, from 
Leozane bound to Bifion, captured by the Hynde, on or 
about the 224 Sept. and afier detentian of about five 
weeks cleared, but condemned to pay court charges and 
damages [uflitned from the capture, amowiling te 
1290 dillars, . ; 

The brig Free-Mafan, of Boftin, Capt. Snall, from 
Hivannah, biuid to Bifton ; and brig Willan, of 
Pijitadelphra, Capt. Simpkins, bound to Philadelphia, © 
was captured by the Prevayante, Capt. IF’ ymifs, on ie 
26th Augufi, from a convoy of two American armed 
foips. - Reffils and cargoes condemned—ciaimaats to pay 
charges. 

A Danth fhip, freighted by Mr. John Potter, mer 
chant, 8. Carolina, under the fame conv-y, taken at the 
fame time, Ship cleared 5 cargo and freight condemn- 
ed; cluimants to pay charzes. 

dd Dantf> fchooner, from Havanna te Rhode- Iftand, 
captured under the fame convov. Fofféi and carge 
cleared, claimants payrng charges. 

Ship Little Mlary, from Havannah, to St. Grax ; 
frip and cargo cleared ; condemned ta pay charges. 

The cargoes of the laf frve veffels were fold at auction 
previous to their frial, without informing or confulting 
the claimants in any re/pelt whatever. | 
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MISC ELLAN Y. 189 
REMARKS. ; 

[Excellent conneivon, truly, detween the U.. States 

and Great- Britain !—Whileour “wooden walls” are 

employed«in conveying veffels to Halifax, and heary 


»Tuxes are laid oy the people to fupport them, the 


** wooden walls” of his Mujefly George the Third, are 
as bufily employed in capturing Americun veffels, and 
conveying them to Halifax, for legal adjudication !— 
How muft His Excellency the Lieutenant-Gavernor at 
Hi ilifax, General Vandeput, and even his Royal High- 
nefs Prince Edward, extol the condefcenfrom, and com- 
placency of the United States ! No wonder the Halifax 
Editors exu® at our firmne}s in not becoming the dupes 
to France, as they wh no doubt ta monopolize our 
dupcifm te mather Britain.) 


ALBAN Y_ December 13. 

Three Hundred and Ninety-fix new officers are 
¢reated in this State, under the FederalGovernment, 
in confequence of the laws for afcertaining the value 
of lands, &c. and for laying a Dire& Tax, viz. 
9 Commiffioners, a Clerk to do. 63 Principal AG 
feflors, and 323 Af®itants !—[ So goes the money. | 


TETTITTITITTATAtTStt+ttt+tttsTtttttt 


FAIRH A VEN, December, 1798. 

A New-Jerfey paper afferts, that the late elc@ion 
for members of Congre{s in that State, was con- 
Gudted at Elizabeth Town with 4 truly Federal 
fpirit.—The man who" had the audacity to yote as 
his judgment dirc&ted him, in oppolitien to the 























“190 ' MISCELLANY. 


Federal ticket, was threatened either with the lofs 
of patronage, the withdrawing of cu‘tom, or a dif. 
miffal from fervice.—-One was threatened wish be- 
ing kicked down fairs, for handing ‘a ticket toa 
perfon, with Mr. Condit’s name on it, and was 
a tually huiiled out of the Court-Houfe. 


From the AURORA, Publifoed by Mrs. Bacut, tn 
Ph:ladelpha. 

THE papers of the Unired S:ates, in noticing 
the great mortality among the Printers of this city, 
have ftated the number fhort by about two thirds, 
in this office alone, cight perfons have died—out of 
the Philadelphia Gazette cffice, nearly double that 
number ; befide the mortality in the other newf- 
peper and beck offices A pesfon who has kept'a 
regilter of the deaths in the printing branch, makes 
it fiety two perfons. 


The fullowing Sentiments on the trial of Col. Lyons 
are taken from a Southern paper. 
‘Under the Britith Government, you could talk 


as you pleafed, write as you pleafed, cenfure Xing _ 


George the Third, if you pleafed. But Fohn Adams 
is not to be cenfured—he is tnaculate! Did you 
ordid you not, fight for LIBERTY? The caufe 
of our revolutionary war, appears in the prefent day 
as adream.—Unanimity in Fudge, Lawyer, and Fury! 
A Judge appointed by Fein Adams, ati Attorney ap- 


pointed by Fobn Adams,’ a SHY fummoned, Seletitd 
vy a Afarfeal appointed by Fe thn Adams? / 1 ponte } 


At is time—but, as Benedi&t Arnold faye HUSH ts 
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198 MISCELLANY. 38 
- COMMUNICATION. 


Hinefourgh, Nov. oth, 1798. 

“ Lat evening a number of members from the 
City Cabinet, on their return through this town in 
triumph of Victary of the politica! Guillotine en the 
Republican necks in the fouthern part of the Wet. 
tern Diftri@, incautiovfly Rep’d too near a herd of 
fwine, who found means to get at their diplomatic 
repofitory, among which was the civil commiffion 
of the county of Caledonig—to this the Herd paid a 











) particular attention, and intirely devoured about 
> 4 three-fourths, as fiupernumerary robbifh, leaving 
‘ the names and official fignaiure of the remainder in- 
“ tire. 
f. ~ Alas! in Caledonia county, 
- The Juftices were grown fo plenty, 
ee Fach little town as thick could thow on, 
As pumpkins do the vines the grew on. 
Indeed, they make the fame ufe of them, 
Ny Only to feed their. Hogs upon them. 
alk "Tis hop’d thofe whormay, Ail) furvive, 
cing Whom favage herds have left. alive, 
Fe Wi ith honor may fupport their Nation, 
val T each faucy Swine retaliation ; 
ai A‘lyime the jaws of maftiff Dogs, 


And in their turn eat np the Hogs. 









We learn from Pit: fburehy, that Mr. Gartarin 
obtained his re-cleGion to Conarefs, by a thajoritp. 
of 1740 votes. The Arifos had anticipated a Jiffe- 
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rent iffue—but happily for the country, the bulk of 


Mr. Gallatin’s condticuents have fhewn themfclves 
capable of diftinguithing between a real regard for 


thé Federal Conftitution, and the /puricus federatifin 


of the pivocates for Standing Armies, Alicn, and 
Sedition Laws. 


ea - 


Federal Ariflocratic Creed. 


| BELIEVE in J A , the greateft Cap. 
tain and mightielt Monarch undey Heaven, and in 





T——y, bis only Minifter, our Lord, who fiteth 


above the Treafury. 

I believe tn blind fubmiffion to the powers that 
be, 

In pafiv> obedience and sein nebilnce, 

In the infallibility of the Prefident, 

In the independency of the Senate, 

In Jay's Britith Treaty, 

In Alliance with Britain, 

In the annihilation of Democracy, 

In the expediency of a Nobility, 

In the equity'of a Funding ‘Syftem, 

In the myfteries of Civil Government, 

fn the raifing Lawyers only for Legiflators, 

In a war with the French Republic,—and 

In the bleflings of a National Debt gina 


AMEN , 


‘= 








Peete = 
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